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SOCIETY. 


For Reformation of Manners. 
Gentlemen, : 1:4 tt . 

/ OUR Requeſt of Publiſhing this Diſcourſe meets 
with the more ready Compliance, not only as it te- 


lgent Perſons ; but more particularly as it obviates a Hard- 
bip apom Me, with which Jou find occaſions of engageing 
daily. The Cenſures I mean, or Miſapprehenſions of the Too 
many, who either do not perfectly underſtand, or will not bear 
the Liberty taken with them for their own Good, Of theſe 


the Former ſort eſpecially ought to have their Judgments ſet 


ght; Both becauſe moſt likely to be gained, and becauſe ſuch 
Information is not only Kjnaneſs to them, but Juſtice to our 
ſelves, And This is one of the good Effetts I propoſe by offer- 
ing to 4 more conſiderate and leiſurely Review, ſome Particu- 
lars of Advice which à tranſient hearing did not, it ſeems, 
ſuffice to give all the Auditory my true Meaning in. 
Far be it from Me to caſt induſtrioaſlythe leaſt Stumbling- 
block in the Way to Virtue, and the Amendment of Oar ſelves 
or Others. Far from Mey to infuſe ill Impreſſions of Any 
wiſe and good Men, engaged in ſo Worthy,and Chriſtian 4 
Deſgu. My purpoſe upon this Occaſion was far otherwiſe. 
Aud will, I doubt not, appear ſo, to all, wha compare the ſe- 
veral Parts of this Sermon, who know, hom to diſtingayb 
between Warnings and Reproaches; and, that to A a 
Men from doing amiſs is One thing, and to accuſe them of 
doing ſo is Another, Tis for the preventing ſuch forced Con- 


ftruftions, that I profeſs fd m Exhortations to have been 


Formed Principaliy upon the Model of your own Rules. Which 
They. who mp 


8 ſtiſies the Approbation of ſo many Pious and Intel. 


il give themſelves the Pains of peruſing, may 
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To the Members, GW. 


prehaps be without farther Trouble diſpoſed to believe, that not 
only your End, but your Methods for coming at it, are ſome of 
the Many Inſtances of Good Men and Good Actions ſuffering 
in the Common Opinion, by not being ſufficiently underſtood, 
Suppoſing then theſe Rules not to be in every Inſtance pre. 
ciſely followed, 1et even ſo you are not to be charged with every 
ip, which Heedleſſneſs or Ignorance, or even ſomething worſe 
than theſe might carry ſome of your Body into: It being an in. 
diſputable Truth, that every Set or Profeſſion of Men inthe | 
World are to be juaged by their Principles and Conſtitution, 
not by the miſ-behaviour of ſome Members, who profeſſed alſo 
to make T heſe their Guide, though they do not in all Points 
follow it. But this is only a Caſe put, and not an Apolegy offer- | 
ed. For I dare preſume upon leave in your Names to de- 
clare, that You know not how to wiſh any thing more for the 
general Reputation and Advantage of the Work you have 
undertaken, than that all Perſons fit to be ſatisfied with jour 
Methods as well as Deſign, would ſtrictly enquire into jour 
Orders, the Caution, the Prudence, and the Endeawours that 
no Irregularity ſhall blemiſh the Management of them. But 
ſtill, inregardthis Management may _ through many Hands, 
and not all theſe equally capable, or equally careful; the very 
Apprehenſion of thoſe Failures, which if real, but rare, you 
would not in Equity be accountable far; are ground enough 
for a Miniſter to give Men warning of ,andexcite their Watch- 
fulneſs againſt. Since therefore, He, who ſhews the way for 
cutting off occaſion from Them that ſeek it moſt, is doing the 
proper Buſineſs, both of Preacher and Friend; I make no diffi- | 
culty to perſwade my ſelf, that Perſons of Tour Character and 
Judgment will think me not at all the leſs your Affectionate, 
becauſe taking a Freedom, which to Me ſeem'd requiſite, for 
approving my ſelf, ß 
* Your | Faithful i xz; ENG LIS 
— Humble Servant, 
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LEVIT Ic. XIX 


Thou ſhalt in any wiſe RE ke thy Neigb. 


bour, and not ſuffer Sin upon him. 


P Ithout ſpending time in a Critical Examina- 
tion of the ſeveral Senſes, which Interpre- 
ters have thought theſe Words capable of, 


5 Context, to juſtify the uſe I am about to 
make of them, upon occaſion of this Solemn Meeting. 
Thus then my Text is introduced and followed. 2% ſhall do 
1 Unrighteouſneſs in Judgment: Thou ſhalt not reſpect the Perſon of 
the Poor, nor honour the Perſon of the Mighty : But in Righteouſneſs 


ſhalt thou judge thy Neighbour. Thou ſhalt not gs up and down as 


a Tale-bearer among thy People: neither ſhalt thou ſtand againſt the 
Blood of thy Neighbour. Thou ſhalt not hate thy Brother in thy Heart, 
Thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke thy Neighbour, and not ſuffer Sin upon 
tim. Thou ſhalt. not avenge nor bear any grudge againſs the Chil- 
dren of thy People, but thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. 

From hence, I take it, we may fairly infer, that by the Re- 
bukes in my Text it is very reaſonable to underſtand, either, 
thoſe Friendly Admonitions, and Private Reproofs, whereby 
we endeavour the perſuading Offenders to Amendment; Or 
elſe thoſe publick and judicial Proceedings, whereby ſuch are 
charged before the Magiſtrate, and turn'd over to the Cor- 
rection of the Laws: Now each of theſe Methods hath its pro- 
per Place and Seaſon; Each, as Circumſtances may fall out, 
becomes a Duty, which every Good Man ought to think him- 


felf concern'd in; Each is ſo neceſlary, but withal ſo nice a 


dubject; that I muſt beg the Favour of my Audience not to 
expect a full Diſqufition of all the Rules belonging to, or all 
the Difficulties attending it. This is what neither the Nature 
of the Thing, nor the Time fit for me to engage your At- 
tention will allow. But, in regard the Perſons. now Aſſem- 


bled are embarked together in a Religious Undertaking, whiclt 
Miniſtersfrequent, too frequent Occaſions (God knows) for 
ID ETA 5 | exerciſing 


it ſhall ſuffice, by ſetting before you the 
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exerciſing themſelves in both the Kinds above-mentioned: l 
would fain hope that the End of my ſtanding here may be in 
ſome meaſure anſwered, by ſay ing ſomewhat᷑ to theſe follow. 
ing Heads. Ot e + a Tor Lian 


I. Firſt, By explaining. the Duty enjoyn'd in the former 
Clauſe, Thou ſhals in any. wiſe rebuke thy Neighbour, 

II. Secondly, By preſſing that Motive to this Duty, which! 
apprehend to lye. in that latter Clauſe of my Text, of Not 2 
fering Sin upon bim. And then, FFF 

III. By addreſſing my ſelf in a more particular manner to 
the Societies united for that very purpoſe, of having this Dy. 
ty more. vigorouſly and more fucceſsfully diſcharged. 1 


1. In order to ſet the Duty of Rebaling our Neigbour in its 
true Light, which is the Buſineſs of my Nrſt Head ; It will be 
expedient to make theſe two Enquir ies 

1: Firſt, In what Caſes the Private, and in what the more 
Publick and Authoritative Rebukes are proper to be applyd; 

2. Secondly, By what Meaſures it 1s requiſite we ſhould pro- 

ceed, both in the One and in the Other kind of them. 
I. Ir is fit we examine with ſome good degree of Care, in 
what Caſes and Crimes the Private, and in what the more 
Publick and JndictaF Rebukes are proper to be apylyed by us. 
The ſhorteſt Cut to reſolving which Enquiry; I conceive will 
be, to govern our Determinations by the Nature and Conſe - 
quence of the Miſdemeanours themſel ves. 8 
Noa of Theſe ſome there are, which commit ſuch mani- 
teſt Outrage upon God and Man, and injure or endanger Re- 
ligion or the Publick Good ſo heinouſſy, that no ſufficient R- 
paration can be had, without the Satisfaction of a publick Pu- 
niſhment. And, hence we find not only the Laws of God here- 
tofore, in ſuch Inſtances as Idolatry and Blaſphemy, forbid- 
ding all Concealment; but even the Laws of our on Nation, 
in ſome Invaſions of Property, not admitting any private 
Compenſation for the Damage ſuſtained to diſcharge the Par- 
ty injured from making any farther Proſecution, The Reaſon 
plainly is, becauſe ſueh Inſults and Wrongs do not terminate 
in Man in the former; or in the latter Caſe, in the Perſon im - 
mediately grievedʒ but God and the Community are ſtruck at 


all Religion are endeavoured to be ſubverted, where the 
Common Safety is brought into manifeſt hazard, and the 
moſt ſacred: Rights of Society are invaded: In ſhort,, where 
open deſpight is done to Laws, Divine or Humane, by Crimes 
of a Complexion ſo black, and of Conſequences ſo pernicious, 
that even the Malefactor's Repentance and Reformation can- 
not compenſate for them, unleſs he undergo the Ignominy 
and Pains provided by Juſtice for ſuch injurious Inſolence, and 
ſo be made a Terrour, for prevention of the like Attempts in 
time . p BY BS 
A Second ſort of wicked Actions may be obſerved, from 
whence though there may not perhaps be in ſtrict ſpeaking 
any direct Damage, yet there comes a great deal of Scandal 
to the Publick, Such are all bold notorious Breaches of any 
Laws whatſoever, ſuch the Habits of any Vice ſhameleſsly per- 
iſted in, by which both God and all good Men are affronted 
and diſpleaſed; and yet the Sinner's brutiſh Obſtinacy con- 
tinues Proof againſt all the gentler Methods of Perſwaſion and 
friendly Expoſtulations. In theſe Circumſtances it becomes us 
ſeriouſly to lay to heart, what enconragements to Wickedneſs 
ſnch Examples of Preſumption would miniſter, if no mark of 
Infamy and general Abhorrence be ſet upon them; to reflect 
upon the ſtrict Obligation every Chriſtian lies under to do 
his utmoſt, for difcountenaucing Evil and Ungodly Practices- 
and for ſupporting the Credit and Authority of Piety ahd Vir, 
tue in the World. For certainly, if the Cauſe of God and Re- 
lizion be not a common Concern, nothing is: And therefore 
e, who faffers theſe to be inſulted and trampled: under Foot, 
tamely betrays thoſe Rights, Which of all others deſerve to 
be eſteem'd moſt dear and valuable, and ſuch as every Man 
of us ought to ſhew himſelf exceeding jealous. and vigorous in. 
the defence f. EA jo F 
Now in this Caſe the Remedy ſhould be proportion d to the 
Diſeaſe, and the Malignity of a dangerous Example checkd 
efſectually, by rendring the Reproach as ꝓublick as the Fault. 
And where a Legal Proof can be produced, and nothing leſs. 
than a Legal Puniuſhment can attain that effect; They, who 


ATE 


2 fe Duty of Rebuking. 


* 


6. 


are / conſcious of ſuch offenſive Courſes, do not diſcharge the 

regard due to the Honour of God and Goodneſs, nor that 

Tenderneſs requir'd for the Safety of their Brethren's Souls, 

by private Reproofs alone; but are bound to call in the Aſſiſt- 

ance of the Magiſtrate, for the timely Correction and effectua. 
al Reſtraint of head-ſtrong and contagious Wickedneſs. For 
thus far ſure the Apoſtle's command to Timothy may be ap- 
plyed to every Chriſtian, (with due allowance for difference 
of Stations and Capacities, and according as we are reſpe- 
ctively qualified, to put, or procure it to be put in Executi- 

1 Tim. v. on) Them that ſin, that is, that do it openly, impudently, 

20, contemptuouſly, rebuke before all, that Others alſo may fear... 

A Third Claſs of Actions are neceſlary to be taken notice of, 
which, though in their own Nature perhaps of equal Malig- 
nity, yet are not ſo with regard to their Conſequences and 
Effects. Such we may reckon Injuries merely perſonal, and 
Sins ſo ſecretly committed, as neither to affect the Common 
Safety, nor to become a Common Scandal. And here Pri. 
vate Rebukes duly qualified are firſt to be tried, withont any 
recourſe to the Publick, till the Former are found inſuffici- 
ent, Theſe Laſt indeed do generally begome a Duty, for 

the reforming Them who have defeated gentler Applicati- 
ons: But even Theſe are not ſo abſolutely neceſlary, as not 
to be very lawfully let alone, as oft as there is not a rea- 
ſonable Expectation of attaining that Good by them, which 
private Reproofs could not accompliſn. 

The Reaſon of ſo great a Latitude allowed in This above 
the former Caſes is, that the Rebukes ſuited to them proceed 
upon different Principles. There we were repreſented as1y- 
ing under Engagements to the Common Safety, the Honour 
of God, and our Governours, the Preſervation of the Laws 
in their juſt Authority, and the putting a ſtop to ſome no- 
torious and ſpreading Evil. But here we are ſuppoſed to go- 
vern our ſelves by the ſingle Rule of Charity to our offending . 
Brother ; and having His Amendment only in View, are left 
at Liberty to purſue ſuch Methods, as in a Judgment of Dil- 
cretion ſhall to Us appear moſt likely to reclaim him. Hence 
Informations to the Magiſtrate are, upon ſuch Occaſions, im- 
proper and out ofsCourſe, till private Remonſtrances have 

- Firſt been tried in vain: Hence where Theſe meet with a kind- 
iy Operation, the Duty of Rebaking 1s fully diſcharged: bei 
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The Duty of Rebuking, 


they do not, tis fit, ordinarily Speaking, that the Publick Re- 
bukes ſupply that Defect; Becauſe the greater part of Offen- 
ders are like to be awakened by Them, though deaf to the 
Other. But this is ſtil] but Ordinarily, for the Rule admits of 
15 many Exceptions, as we know Inſtances of Tempers ſo per- 
verſe and refractory, that they will rather be enraged and 
turn deſperate, then ſoftned into better Manners, by either 
ſecret Reproof or open Shame. a 

The Former our RBleſſed Lord himſelf hath thought fit to 
liſpenſe with, when we have to deal with Dogs and Swine, Vat. . 
people ſo ſunk into Brutality, and ſo Savage in their Diſpoſi- 
tons,that they will trample that which is Holy under their feet, and | 
unn again and rend us. And for the Latter, it is worth our 9 
Remark, that the Jewiſh Commentators upon my very Text 
forbid the putting a Brother to Confuſion of Face, leſt open 
Diſgrace and Severity ſhould harden him in Wickedneſs ; And 
they allow that to be lawful only to the Pertinacious and Re- 'k 
tif, when it may be a ſeaſonable Expedient to bend and ſub- MP | 
due their Stubbornneſs. And when This is the Caſe, how 9 
can we take better Steps, than thoſe by which our Bleſſed Ma- i 
ber directed his Diſciples to move in that memorable Paſſage ff 
of st. Matthew; If thy Brother treſpaſs againſt thee, go and tell Mat. xviii. 18 
ei. bis Fauit between Thee and Him alone: If be ſhall bear thee, 18, ©. = 
thn haſt gained thy Brother, But if he will not hear thee, then take 
vith thee one or too more: And if he ſhall negle@ to hear them, tell 
Tl i ' the Church. The Equity and Ground of which Method 
ems to me to lie in This; that, after the Second Admoniti- 
os, the Fault was become Notorious, and the Perverſeneſs a 
Matter of juſt Scandal. Such Contumacy therefore being of 
il Example leaves the Complainant no longer the ſame Liber- 
u which he was formerly in Poſſeſſion of. Becauſe, though 
we may very well content our ſelves with Private Reprehen- 
ſons, ſo long as our Treſpaſſing Brother is the Only Object of 
our Care, and ſo Charity to Him the adequate Meaſure of our 
Conduct; Yet as the Condition of the thing, ſo likewiſe the 
Meaſures for our Behaviour upon it, muſt needs be greatly al- 
tered by the Offence becoming a Matter of general Obſerva- 
on, and the Care of preſerving others from Infection thence- 
© forth growing a neceſlary part of our Concern. And I can 
diſcern no juſt Cauſe, why the Rules of proceeding ordained 
y our Lord in Complaints to the Governours of the 8 
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peals to the Civil Magiſtracy, where the Tranſgreſſion is of 


ſo juſt an Indignation, will make büt poor amends for Sawicl- 8 


ſhould not be eſteem'd a very proper Direction for our Ap. 


Civil Cogniſance. 


2. After this Repreſentation of the ſeveral ſorts of Caſs 
to which I conceive the Private or the Publick Rebukes mor 
properly to belong; I now proceed to the Second Branch of 
this Head, which reſpects the Meaſures fit to be obſerved in 


proceeding upon Either of them. 2n 
2 A ſerious Conſideration of the Advantage we aim at, and ck 
keeping that Point conſtantly in view, is certainly the bet ch 
Guide to all our Proceedings, and likelieſt to ſuggeſt Means WM |: 
fitteſt for attaining it. Since therefore the Proſpects Good e 
Men have, and God (as is plain from the Context) intended! 
they ſnould have, in theſe Rebukes meant here, are the Preſcr. WM * 
vation of mutual Charity, the expreſſing our Kindneſs, the WM * 
promotion of Virtue in general, and the Reformation of the WM * 
Party ſo Rebuked in particular; Thoſe Methods, it is evident, WM ' 
have a right to our Choice, which (humanly Speaking) bid Wl © 
faireſt for Succeſs ; And thoſe muſt by all means be declined, WM * 
which in a probable judgment) muſt needs obſtruct, or at 
| leaſt cannot be expected to ſerve or ſucceed to theſe Purpoſes, Wl * 
More particularly, Theſe following Qualifications ſeem to be 
required, in the Perſons the Manner, and the Time concern'l Ml *© 
in ſuch Rebukes. 3 . 9 
| 
| 
( 
| 
| 
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Truths. An Inferiour will naturally be ſuſpected of enyiou Y 
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to triumph in the Faults he reproves, and rather to conſult 
the gratify ing a malicious Joy of his own, ' than to be mov'd 
by any real Concern for his Enemy's amendment. And a 
stranger would incur the Cenfure of intermedling too buſily 
in matters that belong not to him. So that, in any of theſe 
Circumſtances, (if no particular Exception alter the State of 
the Caſe ) our manifeſt Diſlike of the Sinners Misbehaviour, 
and our Prayers for his being brought to a better Senſe of 
things, are the beſt, the only Service we can do him; except 
that of communicating the Matter, and committing the Re- 
ixking part to ſome other Hand, more capable upon the Ac- 
counts above-mention'd, of applying it with good Effect. 
Again, Even where the Perſon is in all regards moſt capable: 
the Manner of applying our Rebukes asks a great deal of Cau- 
tion and Skill. Now this ſhould be done with great Gravity 
and Seriouſneſs 5 Calm Debate, but weighty Arguments; and 
viſt repreſentations of the Fault, in all the aggravating Cir- 
cunſtances,which may open Men's Eyes,and awaken them to a 
ſenſe of the Folly, the Guilt, the Danger that attend it, All 
theſe ſhould be mix'd with Inſtructions how to avoid the like 
Temptation another time; but above all, it muſt be ſure to 
carry all poſſible demonſtrations of real Eſteem, tender Con- 
cern, and fervent Charity. Light and trifling Behaviour up- 
oa ſuch Occaſions turns Men's Miſcarriages into a jeſt; and 
Some have underſtood the latter Clauſe of my Text, as for- 
bidding to make the Crimes we take upon us to rebuke, look 
little in Mens Eyes. Paſſion and Heat do but exaſperate; A 
Conſcience inflamed and fore ſhould be rouch'd with a Ty 
Hand; and, if Sinners are too ſturdy to be convinc'd and rea- 
ſon d, there is much leſs ground to think, they will ever ſub- 
mit to be wrangled and hectored into good Manners. Ad 
who is ſo weak as not to ſee, that They are ſpending their 
Breath upon theſe Occaſions to very little purpoſe, who do 
not make it their firſt buſineſs to ſtand well in the Opinion of, 


and particularly to be believed to bear an unfeigned Affection 


:oward, the Perſons to whom they Addreſs. This, alaſs! is 
but an -ungrateful- Office at beſt, and will never be kindly re- 


cciv'd, where Men are not perſwaded, that it is for Their 
dakes we undertake it. And conſidering all, one would think 


2 EY 


it ſhould be no hard e ard | ig Men, that we. could not 
beprevailed with to give Them and Our ſelves ſo much trouble, 


B 2 did 
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| thoſe things, whoſe falſe Charms were owing to the deluſion 


adviſable, when that can properly be done, to ſave the Inde- 

. 3 b »J 
ſons ſo ſincerely kind, ſo ſollicitous for their Good, ſo deſirous 
a tenderneſs for their Honour, as protects and covers them, 


our Addreſs in Rebuking ſhould exerciſe it ſelf : And all little 


turn againſt. And theſe I have ſuffered my, ſelf to be the larger 


did not a ſtri& regard to our own Duty, the tendereſt Com. op 
paſſion for Souls purchaſed by the ſame precious Blood of vat 
God, and a ſincere Love and earneſt Deſire of their Happi. W vo 
neſs and Safety in particular, even conſtrain us to this coſtly the 
Experiment of our 1 Friendſhip, _ | = 0 
Nor is there leſs occaſion for our Prudence, Thirdly, in but 
timeing ſuch Rebukes : A ſort of Medicine never adminiſtred WM pr 
ſucceſsfully, but when it finds the Patient in a proper diſpoj. in 
tion to take it. All opportunities therefore mult be diligent] 
improved, the ſofteſt and moſt favourable Seaſons cloſely } 
watched, when Men are fitteſt to be ſpoken with, and eaſieſt WM p. 
tobe perſwaded. To attack them, when ruffled with Paſſion, WM 
enflamed with Luſt, or Wine, or in the very inſtant of Agi. p 
on and Delight, is like diſputing with the North-wind in its WM «| 
fury. Tis better ſure, for the moſt part, in all ſuch Caſes, WM x 
to overlook the moment of Commiſſion, and reſerve our good WM : 
Advice till the Spirits are cool, and the Head clear; till the WM : 
Offender is not only more capable, but more content to be 
| ſhewed to himſelf; and with the help of good management, + 


more likely to look back with Horrour upon the Deformity of 
of inconſiderate Eagerneſs, and preſent Pleaſure. - Tis alſo 


cency of an open Retractation, by reproving him alone. For 
there is a Principle in every Man not utterly abandoned, that 
naturally recoils upon theſe Remonſtrances ; And the healing 
meekneſs of a truly Chriſtian Spirit is ſuch an allay and temper 
to his Zeal, as muſt greatly recommend the Reproofs ſoftned 
by it, to all Perſons A be Breeding, and good Senſe, There 
being no better way of approving our ſelves to ſuch, the Per- 
to reclaim them which we would be thought to be, than ſuch 
not only from the reproach of Others, but even from their 
own guilty Bluſhes, by offering as little violence to their Mo- 
deſty, as poſſibly we can. _ BEE —_ 
Theſe are ſome, but ſome out of many Inſtances, by which 


enough to make that bitter Pill go down glibly, and operate 
kindly, which almoſt every Stomach nauſeates, and is ſo apt to 
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pon, becauſe my Text is generally believed to concern pri- 

rate Rebukes more eſpecially ; becauſe theſe, if duly applied, 
would in fome meaſure ſuperſede, and becauſe it were better 
the Good you do ſhould ariſe from theſe, than from the other. 
However, ſince the Publick alſo fall, not within my Text only, 
but (more out of Neceſſity than Choice I hope) within Your. 
practice too, it will be fit for me briefly to apply the forego- 

ing Rules to Them likewiſe, as 21 


1. And Firſt, for the Perſons qualified to inform. It hath 
been made a Matter of Diſpute, whether thoſe of a private 
and meaner Capacity ought to accuſe their Magiſtrates, or Su- 
periours. The reaſon of the Doubt conſiſts in this, that Au- 
thority 1s a facred thing, aud cannot be exerciſed to any good 
Effect, when the Perſons veſted with it are expoſed to Shame 
and Contempt. (A Reaſon that deſerves to be conſidered, 
more than we find it is, by thoſe Sons of Darkneſs and Malice, 
who ſo induſtriouſly ſcatter their ſcurrilous Libels, and ſedi- 
tious Pamphlets among us.) But ſince even they, who ſtart 
this Difficulty, are agreed, that, where Offences are ſo flagrant 
as to threaten the common Ruin, there any Man 1s allowed, 
nay obliged to bring any other Man to Juſtice : By parity of 
Reaſon we may, I think, infer, that, though the Men of 
higher Poſt ſhould not be lightly, or wantonly, or through a 
Spirit of Envy brought into Diſgrace; yet, as oft as ſuch Diſ- 
grace becomes neceſlary to the Publick Welfare, and the Ad- 
vantages accruing from thence do evidently outweigh its In- 
conveniences, Such alſo ought to be delivered up to the Cor- 
rection of the Laws. The Harm, which comes from great Ex- 
amples of uncommon and exorbitant Wickedneſs, is beſt pro- 
vided againſt, by letting the World ſee, that even Greatneſs 
- ſhall not ſecure to its ſelf Impunity in Sinning. The Reſpects 
neceſſary to be obſerved in common Converſation may often 
prove a Bar to Private Admonition and Reproot ; and it is no 
ſmall part of great Men's Unhappineſs, that they do ſo. But 

the Publick acknowledge not the ſame Diſt inctions: The Law 
conſiders the Quality of the Crime, abſtracted from the Qua- 
lity of the Criminal, and could not be a Security to the 
Subject in cemmon, did it not admit of juſt and neceſlary. 
Complaints, and diſtribute Puniſhmeats to Every guilty. Subject, 
without reſpe& of Perſons. SY POE 
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It may be farther obſerved, That a Stranger, nay an Ene- . 
my, though but an ill Reprover, may yet be a good Informer he 


Provided always, that the Nature and Conſequence of the [at 


Fault require it, that the matter of Fa& be ſupported with ine 
ſubſtantial Evidence, that the Proſecution have nothing in ane 
it but Integrity, and Candour, and ſuch a Demeanour through. me 
out, as the moſt indifferent Stander-by, nay the deareſt col 
Friend, ſhall not be able to find any blame in; when the Gi 
Merits of the Cauſe are ſtrictly conſider d, apart from the al 
Byaſs of Partiality, and particular Affection. | B 

2. This laſt Proviſion leads me, Secondly, to the Manner fit if 
for ſuch Informations to proceed in. Now when the Context WW 0 
here oppoſes Reb ing our Neighbour, to avenging, and bearing a 


any Grudge, and bating bim in -our Heart; "Tis evident, the 
main point we have to guard againſt, is the miniſtring ground 
of Suſpicion, that we are puſhd on by Pique or Perſonal Re. 
ſentment. It muſt needs be ſo, ſince the maintaining of Cha- 
rity, and the amendment of our Brother are the Ends to be 
propounded in all our Rebukes. For Men are not like to love 
one another the better, nor to be much reformed, where they 
have cauſe to think, that there is a Leaven of Malice, or Envy, 
or any ſour diſingenuous Principle at the bottom of ſuch Accu. 
{itions. It is abfolutely neceſſary then, that whoever under- 
takes this Invidious Work, ſhould be acted with an unaffected 
Zeal for the Glory of God, for the Good of the Publick, for 
the Suppreſſion of Vice, and the Advancement of Virtue: 
That this Zeal be regular and impartial, free from Faction, 
void of Oſtentation, full of Moderation and Temper, govern- 
ed by ſuch meaſures as the Laws and our reſpective Stations 
{er us, expreſſing a deteſtation of the Offence, ſo as to acquit 
us from any prejudice to the Offender; Not ſich as rejoyces in 
the Faults, or Puniſhments, or ſeeks the Humiliation and 
Diſhonour of any Man whatſoever, | farther than is needful 
for His Reformation, and a Warning to Others: That ſuch Re- 
bukes do not proceed upon flight Surmiſes, but be applied as 
our laſt Remedy; the effect of a Neceſſity, which the Offen- 
der himſelf harh brought upon us; a Neceſſity, which we are 
heartily ſorry for, and would not ſabmit to, but for our Bro- 
ther's fake, who would not be reduced by gentler Methods, 
and yet mult he reduced, or be undone for ever. 23-7 
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3. Laſtly, The Time proper for theſe Publick Rebukes may 
he beſt adjuſted by the Nature and Conſequence of the Facts. 
[a thoſe of publick Scandal and contagious Influence, the grow- 
ing Evil ſhould be check'd betimes, before the Venom ſhed, 
and taint the Sound, or harden the Infected. In thoſe of a 
more private Guilt and Importance, tis Charity to wait a 
convenient time, and afford leiſure for ſecond and better Thoughts. 
Good Advice ſometimes works powerfully at a diſtance, which 
at the inſtant of giving ſeem'd to make little or no Impreſſion. 


But when all reaſonable Expectations of this kind are over, 


the ſame Charity which obliges to rebuke in this kind at all, 
obliges us to loſe no time in it. Becauſe the ſooner Remedies 
are applied, the quicker and leſs painful will be the Cure. The 
habit of Vice will be leſs confirm'd, the Sinner leſs Head- 
ſtrong, the Remembrance of his Guilt more freſh upon his 
Conſcience, and the Proof of it leſs liable to the ſuſpicion of 
Malice or Miſtake. For theſe poſſibly, or to be ſure for ſome 
other weighty Conſiderations, the Laws againſt prophane 
Swearing, and Drunkenneſs, and ſome other Immoral Practices, 
have limited the Informer to a certain number of Days. And, 
where the Law hath been ſilent in this particular, a Man's 
own Prudence will find it no hard matter to determine him in 
Offences of the like nature. | 

II, I come now to conſider the Motive to this Duty, which 
is Charity, and the Charity I mean to inſiſt upon is Three- 
fold; Charity to our Neighbours, to our ſelves, and to the 
Publick. Each, if not d'rectly deducible from the very Words, 
yet countenanced by ſome Gloſſes on my Text; and All ex- 
ceeding proper to be treated of at this time. 175 


1, Let us Hrſt, conſider the Charity to our offending Neigh- 


bour, contained expreſly in that laſt Clauſe of my Text, and 


not ſuffer Sin upon him. For the enforcement of this, much, one 
would hope, need not be faid in an Auditory of Chriſtians. Of 
Chriſtians, who are taught. not only to love their Neigh- 
bour as themſelves, but that they neither love their Neigh- 
bour nor themſelves, unleſs their Concern be principal y di- 


rected to the Benefit of thoſe Souls, for which He who beſt 


knew their value, declares the whole World an unprofitable 
exchange, and therefore eſteemd them a Purchaſe not un- 


_ worthy the precious Blood of God himſelf, Of Chriſtians, 


"© 485; 
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_ an everlaſting State; and that all the Miſeries of this, and all 


pluck us back from the brow of a Precipice ? Are Men in Fea, 


any Magiſtrate upon Earth, and that inſupportable Shame and I 


guilty Sinners, at His Tribunal, who ſhall come in flaming 8 


' obey the Goſpel of his Son? If we can ſtill be ſo ſtupid, ſtill fo 4 


I ſay, who, if ſuch in Deed and not in Name only, firmly believe 


the Torments of the next World are the deſerved conſequences 
of Sin unrepented of. Admit then that there be, as ' tis confeſsq 
there are, Diſcouragements great and many againſt ſo nice and ee 
unacceptable a Duty ; yet can we in good earneſt think theſe 
a Balance to the miſchiefs of neglecting it? Is He a Friend, who ret 
ſees the Enemy within our Quarters, and refuſes to diſturb 
us by a timely warning, that he is levelling at our Life? Or 
does that Man love us, who will not be at the pains to ſtop 
our wild Career, and with ſome Violence, if that be needful, 00K 


vers and Frenzies to be loſt, by humouring their Extravagan. WW” 
cies? And can we diſcern no difference between the malici- WM" 
cions Wounds of them that hate us, and the kind Corrections WM" 
and Conſtraints of a Keeper, or a Phyſician ? Men in their WM" 
Senſes do-not uſe to judge ſo much amiſs, where their Eſtates 8 
or Bodies are in danger. And what prodigious infatuation is 1 
that, which prevents the like good Offices, where the Madneſs 1 
is as refined, the Hazard as apparent, and the Miſchief incom. 
parably more fatal? Admit again, that our Neighbour will 
not ſuffer his Eyes to be opened; yet ſhall we therefore de. 


_ cline, when Circumſtances make that proper, the more odious 


part of even compelling the Profligate to ſee and ſmart for 
his Folly ? We, who ought to remember how vaſt a diſpro- 
portion there is between the diſgrace of an Accuſation before 


everlaſting Contempt, which ſhall one day be poured upon 4 


Fire to take Vengeance, not on them only that know not God, I 
but on them eſpecially, who though they know, yet will not 


defective in this inſtance of Charity, which labours by in- 
flicting Temporal to prevent Eternal Reproofs and Puniſ- 
megts; let us at leaſt be reproached into better Senſe, by Z 
that wiſe Heathen; who, though a Stranger to the moſt diſ- 
mal effects of Sin in another World, could yet deliver his O- 
pinion of this Matter in that noble Sentence; Molefta Veritas, 
ſiquidem ex ed naſcitur Odium, ſed multo moleſtius Obſequium, quod i 
peccatis indulgens, amicos in præcipitium ferri ſinit. Plain profitable 
Truths, that is, are bard to be told, becauſe they are * 2 + : 

7 


be 
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diſhed ; but that cruel Complailance is infinitely worſe, and de ſer ves 
he more heinouſty reſented, which, by flattering our Friends in their 
Tires, (uff ers them to run headlong into their own Ruin. 

2. The Second Argument to this purpoſe is Charity to our 
res. Upon which occaſion it may not be amiſs to take no- 
ic of a Conſtruction put upon theſe Words by ſome Inter- 
reeters, ( how properly I ſhall not ſtay to enquire, but with 
great truth to be ſure as to the ſubſtance of it) who, inſtea 
of ſuffering Sin _upen him, read, that thou bear not Sin for him. 


ook not only to their own, but to their Bretbrens Wealth and E- 2. 


r thoſe Faults of Others which are in any degree owing to their? 
(onnivance,or Encouragement. Amici vitia ſi feras facts tua, The 
Guilt and Puniſhment is not transferred, but extended by ſuch 
neansand of one Crime there are two Criminals. So that it con- 
cerns every one toconſider whether, ſo far as his Station renders 

tim capable of diſcharging the Office of a Watchman, he be 

ot included in that memorable Warning given by God to E- 


wlt him not warning, nor ſpeakeſt to turn the Wicked from bis 18. 
vicked way, to ſave his Life, that ſame wicked Man ſhall dye in 
bis Iniquity, but his Blood will I require at thy Hand, 

3. But there 1s certainly a Third Motive of great weight be- 
lind, and that is, The neceſſity of rebuking Offenders. in order 
to ſecure the Publick Welfare. You need not be told, that 
Vice is in its wu Nature, and by neceſlary Conſequence, the 
Diſturber of Peace and Order, the Invader of Property, the 
Deſtroyer of Safety, and Society; in a word, the vileſt Re- 
proach, and the moſt dangerous Enemy to any People ; And 
conſequently that the ſuppreſſion of it, even abſtracting from 
the more weighty Conſiderations of Religion, is a Matter of 
tuman Policy, and acting in our own Defence. But tis as ob- 
nous too, that the Growth and Inſolence of Lewdneſs and 
[juſtice proceed, not ſo much from? want of new and bet⸗ 
ter Laws, as from the want of a vigorous Execution of thoſe 
good ones we have already. And how ſhall theſe be executed, 
ul They who violate and and defy them, are brought to anſwer 
by a Judicial Proceſs ? It is to very little purpoſe, that we 
loudly exclaim at, or paſſionately lament the diſlolute Condi · 
:0n of the Age and Nation in which we live. Theſe are but 

| 0 r empty 


They, who are ſo frequently, and ſo ſolemnly commanded to Rom. xy, 40 


cation, muſt expect to render an account, as for their own, fo 1 Cor. x. 


wkie!, Nhen 1 ſay to the Wicked, Thou ſhalt ſurely dye, and thou gi- Bock, I. 
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for Authority and Virtue, will ſoon ſubvert the very Foundas | 


particularly ſuitable to the Perſons, and the Occaſion wick 
have brought me hither. #1 


ignorant, or accidental, or otherwiſe involuntary Miſcarriages BY 
ſet themſelves as Spies, make Converſation a Snare, and (like? 
true Devils) tempt firſt, that they may afterwards have the 


empty Words, and can never mend the Matter. To hlamf 
the remiſneſs of thoſe in Power is not only unjuſt, but ab@r4 
if we give them that have the Power no opportunity to ef 
erciſe it regularly; if neicher our private Admonitions reſtra;ff 
the Per ſwyadeable, nor our publick Accuſations provide for tu 
Correction of the otherwiſe incurable Offenders ; Let us # 
leaſt do Our parts before we condemn them, to whom wil 
render it impracticable to do what we call theirs Tis certain 


legal Grievances are not poſlible to be redreſſed, till broughff 5 
under a legal Cogniſance And ſhall we fit ſtill tamely, an C 
ſee our ſelves undone, without once opening our Mouths to tel 0 
our Miſery and Danger, to ſuch as are ſet over us on purpoſf o 
to prevent it ? Except this firſt Wheel be put into Motion, tg * 
whole Engine muſt of neceſſity ſtand ſtill. And it is fo ff 


from being a Comfort, or an Abatement, as to be indeed thi 
higheſt aggravation of our Folly, and our Sorrows, to enjoyll 
the beſt Laws, and the happieſt Conſtitution ; if we turn thi 
One into a dead Letter, and will not ſuffer our ſelves to H 
bleſsd by the Other. But bleſs'd by either we can never be, e 
cept effectual care be taken for the exemplary puniſhment off 
Wickedneſs; which, if triumphant, and once an Over match 


tions upon which all Government ſtands; and muſt, in thi 
courſe of things, prove our ſwifteſt, our heavieſt, and mo 
irreparable Deſtruction. 14 

muſt now beg your patience for ſome ſhort Application 
of the Whole, reſulting from the foregoing Heads, and more? 


1. Firſt then, I ſhould be very loath to have any thing uw 
this Diſcourſe ſo miſunderſtood, as if I meant thereby to en? 
courage any frivolous and buſie, any vexatious and ſpiteful Ins 
formers. That ſort of miſchievous Creatures I mean, who out oy 
malicious deſign to expoſe, or for private Ends, or out of any o 
ther baſe intent, lie upon the Catch for. Faults, aggravate Mens 


barbarous Pleaſure of Accuſing and Tormenting. Light and 

Darkneſs are not more diſtant than are this venomous Brood 

from You, good Men; whoſe only Buſineſs and Deſire it 15 co 
| IM reſtrainy I 
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ecrain thoſe Exorbitances, which no good Man can, or ought 
m cicatly to ſee rampant, and outbraving the Laws of God 
ad Man by their Impunity. There have been abroad in the 
ord ſo many Monſters of this kind, that they have brought 
a <candal upon the whole Species; and the numbers of them 
do proceed wrong, render Men too hard of belief, that any In- 
omers act upon a right and truly virtuous Principle. But 
den due care is taken, that your Conduct be in all points a- 
(greeable to the Limitations laid down in the former parts of 
s Diſcourſe; much of the Odium vaniſhes into nothing, and 
be little that remains deſerves to be deſpiſed. It becomes 
ben a Cenſure which brings Reputation, and a Reſentment 
lich it were a ſhame to be aſhamed of. For, pray let any | 
brious Man - conſider, Is it our Security, our Honour to have | 2 
cholſome Laws, and can it be Infamous to endeavour that we | 

tall have them to no purpoſe ? Is this to be Subjects and Pa- 

riots? Is this to be good Men and Chriſtians, to think Civi- 
i obliges us to ſee the moſt ſacred things inſulted and troden J 
nder Foot, without vindicating, or taking any notice of the — 
W front ? Did Martyrs even dare to dye for Religion, when 4 
the Laws of the State were againſt it, and have not We the | 
W Courage to ſpeak, or ſhew any concern for Religion, when ; 1 
Je Conſtitution is on Our ſide? And all for fear, that they 0 


o have no regard to Religion, ſhould hate or revile us, for 
aling them to account? Can any Fidelity oblige us to flatter 
en in Wickedneſs; or the Rules of good Breeding ſuperſede 
TY to of the Bible and our Statute-Book ? The Heathen Ora- 


1 or could ſay, that no Friendſhip binds againſt the Common . 
nereſt, and is it then a Bar to the higher and antecedent En- | 
IMF ments of Oaths, and Vows, and Sacramental Covenants | 
7 ſperadded to the Advantage of the Publick ? Let us not, 1 | 
eech you, continue to delude our ſelves with falſe Notions 


K aud empty Names; for ſuch are Honour, Decency, and 
Y friendſhip, when ſet in oppoſition to Virtue, Religion, 


a — nn OS —— - 2 
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nd the common Good. Nay, they are worſe than empty | 

© Names, they are the Honour of Conſpirators, the Decency of Es | 
firaſites, the Friendſhip of Bandits and Murderers, But if all 

beſe Conſiderations ſhould ſtill, though I am fare they ſhould = 


ot, prove too weak; I have yet One Retreat left, which muſt 
01 all hands be allow'd impregnable. *Tis, that you would at 
at take effectual care to rebuke the Wicked by your Example, 
ad ſhame them into better by A ho own good Lives. This 
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"The Dy of Rebuking. == © 


Courage and Zeal, truly and indifferently to minifter Juſtice, f. 
bis true Religion and Virtue. It is from Your Countenance and 


our Labours ; while You have power to compel thoſe to good 
Manners, who are proof againſt Our Perſwaſions to good 


leaſt not preſume to affront, or dare to ſcoff at it. And reay 


ſured, do not, cannot upon their own Principles 


_ buſineſs lies in enquiring into Abuſes, and bringing them q 
Juſtice, Let me admoniſh Them, that whatſoever Favouy 


is a ſort of Rebuke, which even the Niceſt and moſt Captions 
cannot take offence at ; and ſo powerful a one withal it is, a; 
would in great meaſure ſupply. the place of the reſt. For by 
degrees it would put Vice quite out of Countenance, and ai. 
moſt irreſiſtibly draw Men over, to imitate that Goodneſ 
which they cannot but approve. i | 
2. Secondly, If theſe Obligations are ſo ſtrong upon thoſe o 
a private Capacity, I beg it may be conſider d how much mor: 
forcibly they bind Perſons in any ſort of Authority, as Parents 
Maſters, Magiſtrates, and inferiour Miniſters of Juſtice. Such, 
it is plain, can check Vice, as with greater Efficacy, ſo with 
leſs Envy and Reflection: They are either skreen'd by their 
Character from, or they ought to be above the little Fears of 
Diſpleaſure, which others may pretend in their excuſe ; aud 
therefore are more anſwerable for any Miſchiefs that ſhalf 
come by Their neglect. . 


For You it is, and ſuch as You, Right Honourable and Wor 


ſhipful, who ſerve the Crown in publick Commiſſions, that the 
Church begs of God his Bleſſing, Keeping and Grace; The twol 
tormer to protect you in your Duty,the laſt to inſpire you with 


the puniſhment of Wickedneſt and Vice, and for the maintenance of 


Aid, that We of the Clergy may expect an additional Succeſs td 


Principles. A Rod for the Back of Fools and Scorners is neceſſar f 
Diſcipline, that they who will not practice Religion, may at 


ſon good there is for Your helping together with us, in youtf 
Reproots, in your Examples, and in your Chaſtiſements; ſince 
we are by our reſpective Offices not only embarked in the; 
ſame common Cauſe of Juſtice and Virtue, but muſt expeM 
the ſame Fate and Treatment in the execution of them. Fol 
they who hate and vilifie the Miniſter's Character, be well a4 
„ bear an 

true Affection and Reverence to the Magiſtrates. _ : 
Next for the Conſtables and other inferiour Officers, who 


or Affection may be thought allowable Reſtraints upoy 
other Occaſions, yet the ute all out of doors, and 


| {04 


8 


3 


- 


folemnly renounc'd in their Oath of Office. The Peace 
and Safety, yea and the good Behaviour of the place they 


ſerve for, is now ſo far depoſited in Their Hands, that, if any 


thing tending to it's prejudice be willfully conniv'd at, He that 
overlooks the Fault, and obſtructs redreſs upon it, is the Be- 
trayer of his Country, as well as of his Oath and of his Con- 
ſcience. 1 ſhall therefore conjure ſuch moſt earneſtly to re- 
member that of Solomon, If thou ſayeſt, behold we knew it not, 
doth net he that pondereth the Heart conſider it, and be that keepeth 


thy Soul, doth not he know it, and ſhall not he render to every Man prov. xxi v 
according to hi Works? Yes undoubtedly he will. To them 12. 


who ſtrengthen Sinners in their Wickedneſs he will repay 
Reproach and Vengeance? but to them who are truly Conſci- 


entious, and act for his Glory and the good of Souls, Ho- 


nour and Recompence and a great Bleſſing. Þ—  _ 
3. Were but the Perſons I have been Addreſſing to under 


This Particular, as Diligent and Zealous as they might and 


ought to be; there would be but little left to do, and indeed, 
ſmall if any occaſion for uniting into the Societies met here 
this Morning: To whom I am now in the laſt place about to- 
apply my ſelf, with all that freedom of Advice, which be- 
comes my Function, and which They, who think it their Duty 
to exerciſe it towards others, I ought to preſume will receive 
kindly, when directed to themſelves. . | 

Ihe End you propoſe to your ſelves. by theſe Societies is 
without diſpute commendables and good. Approved by all 
whoſe Approbation is of value; Countenanc'd in particular 
manner by that Pious Queen of ever precious Memory, who as: 


this day. exchang'd her earthly for an immortal Crown of. 


Glory: Enforced frequently by His late Majeſty; And now 
afreſh by Her preſent Majeſty : Whoſe Encouragement every. 


Work of Virtue and publick Good is ſure to find; and who. 


leads us on to Deſigns of this Nature, not more by the Wiſ- 
dom of Her Laws, then by the luſtre of Her own Example. 
But ſtill, though back*d and ſupported with all theſe Advan- 
tages, Reformation of Manners, almoſt above any other un- 
dertaking, is certain to encounter with a World of Difficulties 
and Prejudices. It ſo much the more concerns all engag'd in 


it, to beware of Miniſtring ground of juſt Offence; and (if 
that be poſſible) to prevent their Good being any where 


Evil ſpoken of. In order whereunto. ſuffer me Patiently, 


While 
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while | propoſe not my Own ſo much as Your Senſe, and by re. 
minding you of, more earneſtly recommend, the following Cau- 
tions in proceedings of this Nature. 7 ; 


1. As to what regards your Informations. I think it not a. 
miſs to obſerve upon this Occaſion, that were the World 
what it ought to be, the Vices you are labouring to reduce. 
ſhould be effectually reſtraind by Authority and Corrections 
of another kind. The Cenſures of the Church I mean; which 
to People of a truly Chriſtian Spirit, would be a greater Ter- 
rour, than any Puniſhment the Sword of Civil juſtice can in- 
flict, But ſince the Degeneracy of Mankind, the unhappy 
Diviſions among, and the unjuſtifiable Separations from us, | 
(for to Theſe, after all the Clamours of our Adverſaries, the 
Inefficacy and Contempt of Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline ſeems 
much more juſtly imputable, than to any corrupt Admini- 


ſtration of the thing it ſelf) ſince theſe things, I ſay, have 


made it needful for to flee now Succour to the Temporal. | 
Magiſtrate 3 and ſince your Zeal ſteps forth to our Relief; 
Let that too be ſo Temperd with Diſcretion, as not to give 


any Perſon unneceſlary. trouble. Which, by what went be. 
fore you plainly perceive I reckon to be done, as oft as any 
are exposd to the Publick, whom private and friendly Re- 


bukes would as effeQually, and much more inoffenſively Re- |} 
claim. And conſequently, before Thoſe have been firſt tryd, 
when by your ſelves, or by the Mediation of ſome other more 


proper hand, the making ſuch Experiment is practicable. And 
l am apt to believe, at leaſt am willing to hope, that there 


are not a great many, whoſe Hearts you might not find acceſs 


to, and touch this way to as good purpoſe as the other. But 
be ſuch few, or many, all thoſe to be ſure are an allowed Ex- 


ception to this General Rule. And therefore, in Circumſtancess 


of this kind, your own Prudence, and the Condition and Tem- 


per of them yon have to deal with muſt be, and certainly are 
your beſt Guide. | 4 | 


Next, that you take ſpecial heed not to turn Juſtice into 


Gall and Worm-wood, by proceeding upon ſlight Surmiſes 
or flying Reports, by treating Facts in themſelves harmleſs, 


or excuſable, or not done with a purpoſe of offending, as if 


they were ſtrictly Sinful and obſtinate Violations of the Laws. 
For Reputation 1s a tender thing, and great Conſcience ought 
hs ; . he 0 
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to be made of bringing any Blemiſh upon it. Eſpecially, ſince 


an in Age fo addicted to Cenforiouſneſs and Malice as ours, 


even a ſolemn Acquittal is far from making full amends, for the 
Shame of being raſhly or wrongfully accusd. So that no- 
thing can draw on a deeper and more fatal Diſlike to your So- 
cieties, than would any furious or overforward Proſecutions. 


And, as it is in general, fo is it plainly with reſpect to your 


Condition and Deſign in particular, much better, that many 
Guilty ſhould eſcape, than that One Innocent Perſon ſhould be 
expos d as a Criminal. Nay, as to Your Credit and good Ac- 
ceptance in the World, I will venture to ſay, that it would 
obitru& theſe very much, to have the Innocent expos d, not 
only to the Correction, but even to the Bench and Preſence of 
a Magiſtrate z the diſgraceful Formalities and the unhappy Ne- 
ceſſity of a legal Juſtification. _ + gg 


* * 


Again, The thing is almoſt ſo evident as not to need men- 


tioning, that the Converſation of every one who concerns him- 
ſelf in reforming others, ought to be without blame, in thoſe 
particulars eſpecially, which he takes upon him to Rebuke: That 
no charge of Hypocriſy ſhould lye againſt any ſuch, nor the re- 
prehenſions of a Mote in their Brothers Eye be open to the Reproach 
of a Beam in their own» Nay, that they be not only Inno- 


cent but Prudent, acting as with Integrity, ſo with Meekneſs 
and Charity. Not over- valuing themſelves or deſpiſing others 


upon any account whatſoever : Leaſt of all, making Men's 


Aﬀecion to ſuch Societies a Mark of Diſtinction, and Charact- 


eriſtick of a Virtuous Perſon: But being as well content to ac- 


| knowledge and highly eſteem the commendable Qualities of 


thoſe that are not, as of thoſe that are, united into, or the. 

moſt Zealous Applauders of, ſuch Bodies, and the Methods they, 

have form'd themſelves by. FFF 
You ſee how far lam from Flattering : I ought not, and I hope 


you would not have me do it. No, I am acting a more Friend- 
ly part, and ſuch as, though full of Plain-dealing, is I take it 
ſecur'd from giving Offence, by a Guard of your own providing: 
The very Rules I mean and prudential Methods, which you 
have fix'd to your ſelves ; expreſly containing the moſt, and 
virtually I think the Whole, of what I have been adviſing. 
Nor would I be thought to inſinuate that thoſe Rules are not (I: 
have reaſon to hope and believe they are) generally attended to: 
But I Exhort moſt earneſtly, that, in theſe Caſes * 
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| + The Duty of Rebuking. 5 


Ivy, they may be every where, and, if that can be, yet more 
punctually obſerv'd. Tis upon theſe Terms of Wiſdom and 


want of a more perfect Information) though equally deſirous 


| hereafter, may your every ſtep be ſc exactly agreeable to Or- 


this Feſtival ; Even that he would Mortify and Kill all Vice in 


nn 


Temper, Humility and Modeſty, regular Juſtice and univer. 
ſal Charity, and upon theſe alone, that you can ever hope, ei- 
ther to put thoſe Enemies, whom their own Vices make ſo, 
to ſilence or to win over thofe good Men, who (perhaps for 


of Reformation, may not as yet be perfectly ſatisfi d in all 
the Meaſures taken to promote it. Whether or how far ſuch 
Digatisfaction is reaſonable, is not My Buſineſs to enquire: hut | 
it is certainly Yours to give all diligence, that it may not 
continue reaſonable. The only part remaining for Me, | 
on this occaſion, is to ſay, For all the Good ye have already 
done the Cauſe of God and Virtue, Bleſſed be ye of the Lord: 
And for all you intend and endeavour to be Inſtruments of | 


der and true Godlineſs; that not I only, but as many as love 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt and his Goſpel in Sincerity, may find 
reaſon to ſay, The Lord Proſper you, we wiſh you good Luck in the Þ 
Name of the Lord. 1 1 

And Laſely, may God the Author of all Holineſs ſo abund- 
antly ſhed forth his Spirit upon Our Church and People, as 
to let us ſee and feel the ſucceſs of that Prayer put up to him 


1153 and ſo ſtrewgthen us by his Grace, that by the Innocency of our i 
Lives, and the conſtancy of our Faith even unto Death, we may 
Glorify bis holy Name, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 
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MEMBERS 


DO THF 


5 6 
Gentlemen, p 2 EN 
HEN I had the honour of being call'd upon to 
Preach the foregoing Sermon, it was not my good 
Fortune to underſtand, or at leaſt then to recollect, 


nation. This inducd me to inſert an Application to Them 


1 ao: Which, becauſe upon better Information it appears to 


have been too foreign from the Buſineſs which brought me 
thither, I have ſeparated from the Body of my Diſcourſe ; 
ad yet in regard I am ſtill of the Mind, that it may be of 


that will admit of a little more enlargement, and particular 


neaſures as before, and to frame my Advice chiefly upon Hints 
taken from your own Rules. 


ov 


Y godly Life, fitted for the meaneſt Capacities, and by your 
Diligence and Liberality diſtributed among many ignorant and 


| ö indigent Families for their Inſtruction; the great Numbers of 


poor Children in and about our capital City, whoſe Clothing 
been ſo happily promo 


* 


RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES. 


tow perfectly diſtin Your Societies are from thoſe for Refor- 


ome uſe, I think it becomes me to offer it here, in a manner 


W ref. In which it ſhall be my care to obſerve the ſame 


The. many Books full of excellent Directions for a virtuous. 


and Teaching at the oy 6 570 of well - diſpos d Perſc ons ha ve 
by Jour means: And (which Long 


22 The Pep 


leaſt of all to omit) your ſtedfaſt adherence to, conſtant at. 
tendance upon, and exemplary Devotion in the Service and 
Sacraments of our eſtabliſhd Church, are Fruits that will pe 
make every good Man commend and bleſs the Tree on which n 
they grow. And theſe are ſo conſpicuous in moſt of youll 6 
Members, as to render it great Uncharitableneſs to ſuſpe& an} WM ti 
Harm, great Injuſtice not to acknowledge much Benefit in. Ml x 
tended and done, not only to the Chriſtian Religion in gene- 
0 ral, but to our own Church and Conſtitution in Particular, ol | 
N Perſons of ſuch Principles and ſuch Behaviour. | f 

But, in regard the very beſt Things are capable of Abuſe, 
and Offences may ſometimes come from Practices, in which we 


it cannot eaſily diſcern either Intention or natural Tendencyto cre. 
if are them: Let me ſpeak freely to you in one or two Points: 


i Which, though the Meaſures you preſcribe your ſelves have ta. 
» ken care to guard againſt, yet ſeem to require a more than 
3 ordinary Caution, and if not obſerv'd with a moſt watchful 
| | Strictneſs, grill above all others expoſe you to Cenfure and} 
Danger. 3 „„ 1 
The Deſign of theſe Societies your ſelves profeſs to be the 
Advancement of real and ſincere Piety, and an undiſpuigd 
Holineſs of Converſation : And, as all the Methods you pro- 
poſe may be greatly Conducive to theſe Ends, ſo much the 


1 greater part of them are certainly out of the reach of juſt 
1 Exception. But if, notwithſtanding the frequent Opportu- 
0 nities of learning your Duty in Publick, and the ready acceſs 
| you may have to good Books, good Miniſters, and good 


Friends in Private, it be ſtill thought expedient to hold pub- 
lick and ſolemn Conferences upon Religious Subjects; remem- 
ber, that this is a matter, which will require a very prudent | 
Conduct. To render theſe free from ill Conſequences, and 
Suſpicions, and Fears : You muſt keep cloſe indeed, to the moſt Y 
l Practical and Uſeful, which are but other Names for the plain- 
it eſt Heads of Diſcourſe. Such as may Miniſter no Tempta- 
tion to Self-conceit, or Oſtentation of Parts, or the Ambi- 
5 tion of being thought Wiſer than ones Neighbours, but eſſe- 

l Qually prevent not only all Heat, but even all Itch of Dil- Þ 
| pute. And, if I may beallow'd (with all due deference to 
| | your reſpe&ive DireQours) to ſpeak out, it were methinks 
I worth Conſidering, whether fome Fudicious Expoſition of our 
Excellent Church-Catechiſin, confirm d by „ ; 


— 
-—— — — 
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be Poſt-ſeript.  , 23 
«cripture, Or ſome of thoſe Excellent Treatiſes in whichwe 
have the happineſs to abound, I fay, whether a moderate 1 
portion of theſe diligently read and inculcated at ſuch Meet- if 
ings, and every Member ſubmitting to prove his own Pro. t | 
ſciency to his proper Guide, by giving a good Account of 
timſelf, and inſtructing his Family at Home, might not as | 1 
well anſwer all the Purpoſes intended to be ſerv'd the other 1 
way. They that are truly Meek and Modeſt Chriſtians, and ; 
ſincerely deſirous of more perfect Knowledge, will not fail to | | 
ind it here. But they who fancy themſelves above © mean a : 1 
Diſpenſation know not what manner of Spirit they are of. þ | 4 

Miſtake me not in this Advice I beſeech you: It is not, that 
the Miniſters of the Church of England envy or grudge their 
people the largeſt Meaſures of Divine Wiſdom. It-is not, 1 
that they lye under any Apprehenſions of falling into Diſ- 1 
an cet, by Your increaſing in it. No, I dare appeal to the 4 
ul £xperience of all my Reverend Brethren, whether our Cha- 
rater do not find beſt regard from them that know God and 
lis Word moſt. But there is, I take it, no Inconſiſtence at all 1 
between Wiſhing all the Lords People were Prophets, and dread- 4 
ing the Conſequence of their thinking themſelves Prophets, 4 
W when they are not ſo. And he, that ſtall carry his Reflecti- 
on back ſome three or fonr-ſcore Years, will find ſuch wild {3 
dcruples, ſuch fantaſtical Opinions, ſuch monſtrous Enthuſi- 2 {4 
ams, ſuch bold Invaſions of the Prieſtly Office, ſuch lamen- | 
table Confuſions both in Church and State ; from Men's taking, 
on them publickly to Exerciſe what they call'd their Gifts, 
in Expounding Scripture and teaching the things of God, 
without the previous Qualifications of Education, and Learn- 
ing, and a Lawful Call to fit and Authorize them for it, and 
all this by ſuch gentle Steps, and from ſuch ſlender Begin- 
tings ; that no Man is to wonder, if many are exceeding fear- 4 
ful of the return of that which all of us have not yet ceas d [14 
to feel the ſad effects of. In a word, (Conſidering that the 
Weakneſs and Corruption of Humane Nature is ſtill the ſame) 
it ſome good Men, after ſuch an Example, be very Jealous of 
any Approaches, though never ſo ſmall, towards Conſequen- 
ces, which they do not yet perceive the leaſt Appearance of: 
Becauſe they have already ſeen them grow out of Methods, YN 
which in all likelihood were Piouſly intended and innocently = 
begun. And I dare ſay, you would be very loath to become, | 
; x © Hs _ though i e 
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under pretence of advancing and perfecting it in the laſt, 


ſolemnly Profeſs to do, not to aim at the ſhew but the {ih 


Skillful among you, be thoroughly Convinc d, that Reproving 


though but accidentally, the Inſtruments of promoting an 
thing in this Century, which deform d and deſtroy'd Religion 


Let me in the next place earneſtly entreat, that you would 
make it your great Buſineſs in all manner of Converſatio 
about Religious Affairs, to make your ſelves and one anothe 
ſenſible, wherein it is, that true Religion conſiſts ;. and, as you 


ſtance of it. Particularly let the Young and Zealous, but leſt 


or Accuſing them that do amiſs, nay, that doing the contrar 
themſelves, ſo far as concerns Sobriety and Temperance, ſtrif 
Obſervation of the Lords day, frequent Praying, and Hear 
ing, and Reading, and Receiving the Bleſſed Sacrament, that 
not all, not any of Theſe are the Groſs of Religion, Theſe 
are ſome Parts of it, theſe are Helps towards the Perfection of 
it, theſe are the Acts which prepare and fit us for that Grace 
of God, whereby alone we can be enabl'd to perform the 
reſt, without which theſe ſhall Profit us nothing. You can ne4 
ver therefore labour to better purpoſe, never Conſult the 
Honour of God and the Good of Souls more effeQually, than 
by inculcating upon your ſelves and others the juſt Extent 
the abſolute Neceſſity of that laſt Clauſe, which in our ex“ 
cellent Catechiſm Summs up the Duty to your Neighbour in 
theſe Words, To learn and labour truly to get my own living, and 
to do my Duty in that fate of Life, unto which it ſhall pleaſe God 
to call me. A Strict and Conſcientious Diſcharge of Mens re- 
ſpective Relations and Capacities, an honeſt Care for their 
Families, Diligence in the Works of their Lawful Calling 
Fidelity to thoſe by whom they are intruſted, Obedience to 
Maſters and Governours of every ſort, This is true Re- 
ligion; And He, who declares himſelf better pleas'd with Mer- 
cy than Sacrifice, is ſery'd in theſe things ſo acceptably, that 
he will not excuſe the Neglect of them ordinarily; in their 
Proper Seaſon and Meaſure, upon the Account even of Relt 
gious Exerciſes themſelves. Remember, that as it is impoſſible 
tor an Adulterer, a Fornicator, a Drunkard, a Swearer, 4 
Prophane Perſon, or the like; ſo is it for an unkind Husbandy 
a cruel Maſter, an unnatural Father, an undutiful Child, a 
unfair Dealer, a negligent or malepert Servant, or a conten- 
tious Neighbour, to be a good Chriſtian ; though never {0 "1 
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ber or Devout. For Religion is a Connection of all Virtues 
and Graces, a Scheme of Harmony and Order, and the Beau- 
ty of it is ſeen, the Benefit of it is felt, by keeping every one 
of its Profeſſors employ'd within his own proper Sphere, con- 
tented with the lot and buſineſs, which the good Providence of 


God hath cut out to him: And by thus recommending it ſelf 


to the Eſteem and Practice of all Wiſe Men, at once ſecurin g 


the Peace and ſerving the Uſes of all Mankind. So that the 


way to be ſatisfyd what we ought to do, is to conſider what 
we are, in the World, and the way todo it is diligently to at- 
tend to thoſe excellent Directions laid down. in Scripture, 
which, beſides the general Duties obliging us as Chriſtians in 
common, deſcends to thoſe which are peculiar to the different 
States and Conditions of Men. A thorough Information in 
which, as It is the ſureſt expedient to render them beloy'd 
and acceptable to all with whom they have Dealing or Con- 
verſation: So is it likewiſe to make them eaſie to themſelves, 
by ſettling their Minds, and quieting a World of Scruples,as un- 
neceſlary uſually as they are perplexing to tender but injudicious 
Conſciences: ConſciencesDivided in theirDuty betweenGod and 
Man, and not Skill'd in the bounds Proper to each, where they 
do not in reality but only ſeem to interfere with one another. 
As I ought to commend the Stedfaſtneſs you profeſs to the 
eſtabliſh'd Church, ſo muſt I take the Liberty to put you in 
mind of the Proper way of Expreſſing it. Which is by all due 
deference to your reſpective Paſtors. Not baving itching Ears, 
nor heaping to your ſelves Teachers, (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) nor 
holding men's Perſons in Admiration; but keeping the Unity of the 
Spirit in the Bond of Peace, and waiting with all Humility for 
the Bleſſing and Grace of God upon his own Ordinances, in a. 
regular conſtant Parochial Communion. Your Diſpoſition to- 
thisis in good degree expreſs'd, by the readineſs you preſcribe 
to be directed by the Miniſter of your own. Pariſh, or one of 


his Approving. And ] can from my own Experience teſtify 


the Practice of ſuch as I'am concern'd to enquire into, to be: 


agreeable to it. Be ſure. hold faſt this Principle, and be not 


prevail'd with to depart from it, upon any known or ſuppos d 


failures in your own, or any falſe notions of greater Edification. 
from another Miniſter. For all this tends to looſen the band. 
of Union among Chriſtians. An Union, which in the nature 
of the thing muſt he gradual and therefore be 

NE | | make. 
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makes up the Church Univerſal, Dioceſan the National, Pa. 
rochial the Dioceſan, ſo ſingle Perſons muſt maintain this Uni. 
on by Conſtituting the Parochial. And be aſſur d, that God 
is never more Honour'd, nor Men more Edifid, than when 
they apply to him in the moſt perfect Order and Peace, and 
receive his Word and Sacraments, at the Hands of thoſe to 
whom the Laws of his Church, and of the State conformable 
to theſe, have committed the truſt of rightly and duly admi- 
niſtring them to the Congregations reſpectively under their 
Charge. | 
Laſtly, Your Care can never be too great in obſerving the 
Rules you have ſet your ſelves againſt Cenſoriouſneſs, ſpiritual 
Pride, Affectation, Moroſeneſs, any thing indeed that is par- 
ticular, and aims more at the Shew than the Subſtance of Re. 
ligion. For all theſe will not fail to provoke, and give even | 
good Men occaſion, if not to ſpeak reproachfully, yet to think 
very indifferently of you. So likewiſe for ſerting a greater va- 
ue on your ſelves for being of the Society, and deſpiſing and thinking | 
worſe of others that are not: This were not more invidious than 
it is unreaſonable. For are not others Members of a Society 
too, the beſt in the whole World, oblig'd to the ſame Duties, 
and acknowledging the ſame Maſter ? There is not one Virtue, 
you have bound your ſelves to, which every Member of the 
Chriſtian Church does not ſtand bound to by the Sacredeſt of 
3 all Ties, Sacramental Vows and Covenants: And all the dif- 
fi ference is, that You, by ſome voluntary additional Acts of your 
1 own, have ty'd your ſelves to certain Methods, which you con- 
ceive may be helps toward the more punctual Diſcharge of 
that one and the ſame Obligation, which is common to every 
viſible Member of Chriſt, And every one, who conſiders the 
Engagements he lies under upon this acconnt, will think him- 
ſelf oblig'd, if not in yours, in ſome other way, to have a ſtrict 
7 regard, not only to his own Salvation, but to that of as many 
4 more as he hath the Power of contributing towards. And 
| the good God increaſe daily more and more his Grace upon 
| the People of this Church, that they may, under the influ- 
* ences of it, with a Zeal acted by Prudence, and a Succeſs an- 
1 ſwerable to the importance of the Undertakihg, encounter 
| all manner of Vice, promote true Piety and Virtue, and con- 
vince the Adverſaries of our Eſtabliſhment, how falſe thoſe 
Suggeſtions are, which would repreſent the Principles of the 
— 8 eſtabliſh'd 
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F cllablilrd Church as indulging any looſeneſs or the Lives of her 
8 Members as more Scandalous than her Enemies, for the allow'd 


8 practice of any ſinful Liberty whatſoever, No, may this be one 
5 good effect of your Societies, to add daily to the Number of God's 
; WH faithful Servants, whom neither the Papiſt nor the Diſſenter 
5 may ſind matter of Reproach againſt: But, however their 
5 prejudices may diſpoſe either, to condemn our Church in other 
Points, yet when they ſee our good Works, theſe may even 
conſtrain Both to confeſs, that God is in vs of a Truth. 
You fee what Improvement I have made of this Opportuni- 
| ty, I hope you will think it ſuch: If your Rules are not ob- 
| ſerv'd with all the exactneſs that might be, there is but too 
much occaſion for it : If this Diſcourſe fall into any Hands, whi- 
ther thoſe Rules have not come, it will at leaſt do you'the Ser- 
vice of juſtifying the Meaſures you Ty yours ſelves to walk 
by: If theſe be as nicely follow'd, as they are Prudently con- 
triv d; and as generally known, as it is for your advantage 
they ſhould be; yet even thus St: Peter hath furniſh'd me with 
Apology ſufficient ; ſince I hope I may have leave to ſay with 
Him; I will not be neghgent to put you in remembrance of theſe 
things, though ye know them, and be already eſtabliſi d in the Truth : 
Tea I think it mcet to ſtir you up by putting you in remembrance 


A | 
' Your 


= _. - | Friend and Service. 
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